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An Account of the Country and Inhabitants at Port Dif 


covery. 
From Vancouver’s Voyage to the Pacific Ocean. 
yag 


ORT Difcovery, already mentioned as a perfeétly fafe 

and convenient harbour, has its outer parts 1% miles 
afunder, bearing from each other Ss. 63 W. and N. 63 E. its 
entrance is fituated in latitude 48° 7‘; longitude 237° 20’, 
whence the port firft takes a dire€tion S, go E. about 8 miles, 
and then terminates S. W. by W. about a league further ; 
if it lies under any difadvantage, @ is its great depth of 
water; in which refpeét however we found no inconve- 
nience, asthe bottom was exceedingly good holding ground, 
and free from rocks. Towards the upper part of the har- 
bour itis of lefs depth; but I faw no fituation more eligible 
than that in which the veffels rode, off the firft low fandy 
point on the weftern fhore, about 44 miles within the ens 
trance. Here our wooding, watering, brewing, and all other 
operations were carried on with the utmoft facility and con- 
venience. The fhores of Proteétion Ifland form on its fouth 
fide, which is about two miles long, a moft excellent road. 
ftead, and a chawnel into Port Difeovesy, near two miles 
wide on either fide without any interruption, which with 
other nautical particulars are exhibited in the chart. The 
country in the neighbourhood of this port may generally be 
confidered of a moderate height, although bounded on the 
welt fide by mountains covered by fnow, to which the land 
Vou, XXXVI, N from 
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from the water’s edge rifes in a pleafing diverfity by hills of 
gtadual afcent.. The inow on thefe hills probably diffolves 
as tlre- futnmer advances, for pine trees were produced on 
their very fummits ; on the fea-fhore the land generally ter. 
minated in low fandy cliffs, though in fome {paces of confi. 
derable extent it ran nearly level from high water-mark. 
The foil for. the moft part is a light fandy loam, in feveral 
places of very confiderable depth, and abundantly mixed 
with decayed vegetables. The vigour and luxuriance of its 
productions proved it to be a rich and fertile mould, which 
poflibly might be confiderably improved, by the addition of 
the calcareous matter contained in the marrow-flone that pre- 
tented itfelf-in many places: In refpeét to its mineral pro. 
duétions, no great variety was obferved. Iron ore, in its 
Various forms, was génerally found, and from the weight 
and magnetic qualities of fome fpecimens, appeared tole. 
rably rich, particularly a kind that much refembled the 
blood-flone. Thefe, with quartz, agate, the common flint, 
and a great intermixture of other filicious matter (moft of 
the {tones we met with being of that clafs) with fome variety 
of calcareous, magnefian, and argelaceous earth, were the 
uaneral productions generally found. 

The parts of the vegetable kingdom applicable to ufeful 
purpoles, appeared to grow very juxuriantly, and confifted 
of the Canadian and Norwegian hemlock, filver pines, the 
Turamalhiac aud Canadian poplar, arbor-vitz2, common yew, 
black and.common dwarf oak, American alh, comman hazel, 
fycamore, fugar, mountain and Pennfy)vanian maple, on 
ental arbutus, American alder, and common willow, thele 
with the Canadian elder, {mall-fruited crab; and Pennfyl- 
vanian cherry-trees, conttituted the forefts, which may be 
confidered rather as encumbered. than adorned, with under- 
wood; although there are feveral places where, 1m its prt 
fent ftate, the traveller would pafs without being in the leat 
incommoded, excepting. by the undecayed trunks of trees 
which had tailen. Of efculent vegetables we found but 
few ; the white or dead nettle, and famphire, were moft com- 
mon; the wild oraciic, vulgarly called fat-hen, with the 
vetch. ‘Two or three forts of wild peas, and the commoa 
hedge muflard, were trequently though not always met with, 
and were confidered by us as excellent of their kinds, and 
ferved to. relifh our fal provifions, en which, with a very 
tcanty fupply of fth, all hands fubfifled. Amongft the 
fore minute produftions Mr, Menzies found ccniiant amule- 
ment, 
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ment, and I believe was enabled to make fome addition to 
the catalogue of plants. 

The knowledge we acquired of the animal kingdom was 
very imperfe&t. The fkins of the animals already noticed, 
were {uch as are commonly found amongft the inhabitants 
on*the fea-coafls under the fame parallel, and towards 
Nootka; thefe were moftly of the coarfer and more com- 
mon forts. Garments of fea-otter fkins were not worn, 
nor did any fuch fkins appear amongft the inhabitants. The 
only living quadrupeds we faw, were a black bear, two or 
three wild dogs, about as many rabbits, feveral {mall brown 
{quirrels, rats, mice, and the flunk, whofe effluvia was the 
moft intolerable and offenfive I ever experienced. 

Few of the feathered tribe were procured, although on 
our firft arrival the aquatic birds were fo numerous, that we 
expeéted a profufe fupply of wild fowl; but thefe were all 
fo extremely fhy and watchful, that our guns feldom 
reached them; and at being fired at they difappeared. 
About the fhores, and on the rocks, we found fome {pecies 
of the tern, the gull, fea-pigeon of Newfoundland, curlews, 
fand-larks, fhags, andthe black fea-pye, like thofe in New 
Holiand and New Zealand; thefe were however not fo 
abundant as the others. Nor did the woods appear to be 
much reforted to by the feathered race, two or three fpruce 
partridges had been feen, with few in point of number, and 
litle variety of {mall birds; amongit which, the humming 
birds bore a great proportion. At the outhkirts of the 
woods, and about the water-fide, the white-headed and brown 
eagle, ravens, carrion crows, American king’s-fifher, and a 
very handfome wood-pecker, were feen in numbers; and, ip 
addition to thefe, on the low projefting points, and open 
places in the woods, we frequently faw a bird with which 
we were wholly unacquainted, though we confider it to be 
afpecies of the crane or heron; fome of their eggs were 
found of a bluifh caft, confiderably larger than that of a 
turkey, and well-tafted. Thefe birds have remarkably long 
legs and necks, and their body feemed to equal in fize the 
largeft turkey. Their plumage is uniformly of a ligh: 
brown, and when ereét, their height, on a moderate compu- 
tation, could not be lefs than four feet. They feemed to 
prefer open fituations, and ufed no endeavours to hide or 
{creen themfelves from our fight, but were too vigilant to 
allow our fportf{men taking them by furprize. Some blue, 
and fome nearly white herons of the common fize were alfo 
feen, 
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The fea was not much more bountiful to us of its animal 
produétions, than its fhores, The fcanty fupply of fith we 
were enabled to procure,. confifted in general of the com. 
mon forts of fmall flat fifh, elephant fifh, fea bream, fea 
perch, a large fort of fculpin, fome weighing fix or eiglit 
pounds, with a greenifh colour about their throat, belly,’and 
gills; thefe were very coarfe, but no ill effeéts were confe. 
quent oneatingthem. The above, with a few trout, a {mall 
fort of eel extremely well tafted, of a yellowith green colour, 
were the fifhes we moft generally caught. A {mall common 
black fnake, a few lizards, and frogs, together with a variety 
of common infeéts, none of which could be confidered as 
very troublefome, were the only creatures of the reptile 
tribe we obferved. 

This country, regarded in an agricultural point of view,! 
fhould conceive is capable of high improvement, notwith. 
ftanding the foil in general may be confidered to be'light and 
fandy. Its fpontaneous preduétions in the vicinity of the 
woods are nearly the fame, and grow in equal luxuriance 
with thofe under a fimilar parallel in Europe; favouring the 
hope, that if nutritious exotics were introduced, and care. 
fully attended to, they would fucceed in the highelt degree. 
The mildnefs of the climate, and the forwardnefs of every 
fpecies of plants, afforded {trong grounds in fupport of this 

opinion, 

The interruptions we experienced in the general ferenity 
of the weather, were probably no more than were abfolutely 
requifite in the {pring of the year, to bring forward the 
annual produétions. ‘Thefe were attended with no violence 
of wind, and the rain which fell, although difagreeable to 
travellers, was not fo heavy as to beat down, and deftroy the 
firft efforts of vegetation. Under all thefe favourable cir- 
cumftances, the country yet labours under one material dil- 
advantage inthe f{carcity of frefh water. The flreams how- 
ever that we met with, appeared fufficient to anf{wer all 
purpofes in the domeflic economy of life, toa very nume- 
rous body of inhabitants; and, were the country cleared 

and fearched, there can be little doubt that a variety of 
eligible fituations might be found for eftablifhments, where, 
with proper exertions, wholefome water might be procured. 

Vhat the low country before us towards the range of 
fnowy mountains may produce, remains for future invefliga- 
tion; but judging from what we had feen, it feemed more 
than probable, that thofe natural canals of the fea wind in 
various direftions, and that they are capable of affording 
great 
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‘great advantages to commercial purfuits, by opening com- 


munications with parts of the interior country, commodi- 
oully and delightfully fituated. The great depth of water 
may be offered as an infuperable obje€tion; yet, ona more 
minute ¢xamination, it is likely that many eligible and con- 
venient {topping places might be fouhd for the fecurity of 
fuch veffels as would neceflarily be employed in thefe oc- 
cipations. 

Having confidered with impartiality the excellencies and 
defeéts of this country as far as came under our obfervation, 
it now remains to add a few words on the charafter of its 
inhabitants. 

None being refident in Port Difcovery, and our.inter- 
courfe with them having been very confined, the knowledge 
we may have acquired of them, their manners, and cuftoms, 
muft neceffarily be very limited, and our conclufions drawa 
chiefly from comparifon. From New Dungenels we tra- 
verfed nearly one hundred and fifty miles of their fhores 
without feeing that number of inhabitants. Thofe who 
came within our notice fo nearly refembled the people of 
Nootka, that the beft delineation I can offer, is a reference to 
the defcription of thofe people, which has before been fo 
ably, and with fo much juftice given to the public*; the 
only difference I obferved was, that in their ftature they did 
not generally appear quite fo ftout; and in their habits were 
lefs filthy : for though thefe people adorn their perfons with 
the fame fort of paint, yet it is not laid on in that abundance, 
nor do they load their hair with that immenfe quantity of 
oil and colouring matter, which is fo cuflomary amongtt the 
people of Nootka; their hair as before-mentioned being iz 
general neatly combed and tied behind. 


* Vide Captain Cook’s lat Voyage. 
[ To be continued. } 
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INTERESTING TRIALS. 
ECCLESIASTICAL COURT, Fuly 18. 


Joun Harpwick, the Father, v. Po@ se HARDWICK, 
alias COLLIER. 
HIS caufe is very interefting to the younger branches 


of genteel fociety of both fexes.—William — 
; the 
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the fon, of Warwickfhire, when only eighteen, paid his ad- 
dreffes to Phaebe, and, after {wearing before the furrogate 
that he was above the age of twenty-one, obtained:a licenfe, 
and on the 11th of May, 41799, was married at St. Clement’s 
Danes, without the knowledge or confent of his father. 

By the A& of the 29th of Geo. HI. fuch marriages are 
null and void, except the man is a widower. When the 
father heard of it, he came to town in great diftrefs of mind, 
and, after confulting his friends, this fuit of nullity was 
brought in his name, being the natural guardian to his fon. 
The proof of being under age was fubftantiated by the fur- 
geon who affifted at the birth, by the minifter who chriftened 
him, and by other witneffes who were prefent at the -cere. 
mony. 

The marriage was proved by the licenfe from the office, 
the oath before the furrogate, and the minifter who performed 
zt. Dr. Swaby did not inlarge, but contented himfelf with 
praying the judgment of the court to pronounce the mar- 
riage nulland void. Dr. Sanders pleaded for the unfortu- 
nate woman, and objected to the evidence upon four points, 
which, he contended, were not proved; tft, the nonage; 
2d, that he was not a widower; 3d, that he might have ob- 
tained the father’s confent, and that a conf{piracy might exif 
between the father and the fon, to the prejudice of the poor 
woman ; and 4th, that he was a legitimate fon. 

Sir William Scott argued upon all thefe points, and over- 
ruled them. He admitted the cafe was in fome iniftances 
wery fevere; but it was a feverity which, in this cafe, asin 
thoufands of other defcriptions, the individual muft fuffer for 
the general benefit and welfare of fociety. The Aé of 
Parliament had been found to be wife and infinitely ufeful, 
and no doubt it was a pitiuble cafe, where it bore hard upon 
a virtuous female; but there was no contending againft the 
law. ‘The judgment was then given by which the marriage 
was declared to be null and void. 


€OURT of KING’s BENCH, GUILDHALL, 


Brorr, £/g. verfus Craic. 


THE counfel for the Plaintiff faid, his client could not, 
confiftently with that attention which was due to his own 
honour and charaéter, abftain from bringing this cafe before 
a jury for their decifion. With refpeé to the plaintiff him: 
felf, it wasa queftion of the la importance. As it _ 
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the interefts of the publick, it was of no Jefs importance, 
Whether they confidered the relative fituation of the parties. 
the manner and the time, in which the libel for which this 
aftion was brought was publifhed, it appeared to him that the 
demand Mr. Broff had to make upon their juftice would be 
for a very confiderable fum. 

The plaintiff had {pent 30 long years of his life in the 
honourable difcharge of his duty in the fervice of the Eaft- 
India-Company, at Bencoolen; and at the conclufion of a 
long life, when he thought he had a right to indulge himfeli 
alittle, and to enjoy the fruits of bis fervices, he had the 
misfortune to find himfelf the obje& of the grofs, [candatous, 
abominable, unfounded malice of the defendant. The de- 
fendant, at the time he had an opportunity of libelling this 
moft refpeftable fervant of the public, was the Commander 
of one of the Eaft-India Company’s fhips, the Queen. He 
was deftined from ‘this country to Fort Marlborough, of 
which the plaintiff was then Deputy Governor. . As this 
country was then engaged in hoitilities with foreign powers, 
for the purpofe of arming the Company’s fhips with more 
frength, Captain Craig had a letter of marque on board ; 
and when he.came to Fort Marlborough, a boat came from 
Batavia with neceffaries. It occurred to Captain Craig, 
that this was a good opportunity to feize this boat, and to 
refit by force the authority of his fuperiors; and he was 
forry to ftate, in the difcharge of his duty, that this was at 
the expence of fome valuable lives. For the accommoda- 
tion, and fometimes for the falvation of the fettlement, it was 
at times neceflary to permit fuchatrade. It was judged fit to 
alter the deftination of the Queen Eaft-Indiaman, and to 
fend her to Bengal. Captain Craig, at his departure, took an 
opportunity of publifhing this moft infamous libel. He 
took on him to fay, that it was the moft malicious and mof 
rancourous libel that ever occurred to the mind of a demon 
to invent, for the ruin of another. At that time, the plain- 
tiff was the defendant’s {uperior, and had the controul of his 
attions. 

In this libel, he charged the plaintiff with peculation, with 
malverfation in his condition of Deputy Governor of Ben- 
coolen, and as one of the council of the fettlement; with 
Carrying on an illicit trade with the enemy ; and, in fhort, 
he charged him with high treafon. If thefe charges had 
been true, he ought to have been fent home; and if he bad 
been tried and found guilty, he muft have been executed. 


Captain Craig was at laft fufpended from his command, and 
he 
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he was reftored to his command again on a ground which 
feemed of late rather to be gaining upon us—he was reftored 
on the ground, that all this was done in fome frenzy fit. 

The firft witnefs called, on the part of the plaintiff, was 
Mr. John Crifp, who faid that in Auguft, 1797, he was fe. 
cond in council at Fort Marlborough, that Mr. Broff at that 
time was Deputy Governor, and was only fubje& to the 
fupreme government of Bengal. Captain Craig was there 
in Auguft, 1797. On account of the difpute that arofe 
between the Governor and him, it was thought proper to 
fend him to the fupreme government at Bengal. The libel 
was fealed-up like other official papers, and fent to the Go- 
vernor. As it related to the government, he was obliged to 
fend it round to the different members of the council. It 
was in the fhape of a proteft; and there was no foundation 
whatever for its contents. 

There was other evidence confirming this gentleman’s, 

Mr. Erfkine made a forcible fpeech on the part of the de. 
fendant, in which he expatiated at great length on the excel- 
lence of the laws of England, and on the wife adminiftra- 
tion of them. He paid many juft compliments to the Lord 
Chief Juftice, and adverted to the trial of Hadfield, and to 
the manner in which the criminal juftice of the country had 
been applied to his cafe by the Court of King’s Bench, 
which had called forth the admiration and applaufe even of 
our mott inveterate enemies. He faid the defendant had 
been punithed for this offence already ; and that it was not 
the fafhion in England to punifh a man twice for the fame 
fault. This gentleman’s charaéter had not fuffered in the 
{mallet degree from this publication, which he admitted 
was exceedingly improper, and altogether without foun. 
dation. 

Lord Kenyon, in his addrefs to the jury, obferved, that 
they were to judge according to the allegations and the 
proofs inthe caufe. If this had been a private letter that 
was fent to the plaintiff, which he might have put in his 
pocket, it could not have been the fubjeét matter of a crie 
minal profecution as alibel. But that was not the cafe here. 
It was his bounden duty to lay this letter, which concerned 
the government, before the council. The charge was molt 
ferious—that he was purluing his own private emolument, 
forgetful of every duty which he owed to thofe about him; 
and that he had been guilty of treafonable intercourfe with 
the enemies of the country. A heavier charge could not be 
brought againft any man. Mr. E. had made avery elegant 
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and forcible fpeech. But whena {peech was made, the jury 
were to look to the proofs. And he was bound to call back 
the minds of the jury, and to inform them, there was no 
proof of infanity in the defendant at the time he publifhed 
this libel. His Lordthip faid, he did not mean to encourage 
them to give very large damages, but he thought this gen- 
tleman, from his publick fituation, and for the vindication 
of his charaéter, had a right to more than nominal damages. 
It was no anfwer that his charaGter had fuftained no injury, 
for that would furnifh a defence for the moft atrocious 
libels that could be written againft the beft and moft virtuous 
man. 
Verdi& for plaintiff.—Damages 5001. 
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ALCANDER ano MONIMIA. 
OR THE 
FOLLY or EXCESSIVE AFFECTION, 


By W. Muprorp. 


HE day at length arrived when Alcander was to re« 

ceive in marriage the hand of Monimia. Alcander 
arofe early in the morning, after a refilefs night. His mind 
had been agitated by vifions and portentous dreams, and 
though he {corned the weak credulity of fuperflition and ig- 
norance, yet he felt the energies of his foul depreffed to a 
degree of which he hardly thought himfelf fufceptible. 
Scarcely could the idea of his approaching happinefs roule 
‘him from this dreadful lethargy into ‘which he had been 
thrown, and which received additional validity from the bare 
temembrance. He refleéted on the vifions of the night; 
they were ftrongly comnetted with his prefent fituation: he 
fighed, and prepared himfelf for the ceremony. Never, 
Perhaps, did imagination fo ftrongly affeé&t the folid powers 
of reafon; never, perhaps, were the faculties of the mind 
fo wrapped up and deceived by illufive vifions, as in the pre- 
fent inftance. They were, however, in fome degree dif- 
fipated by the prefence of his beloved Monimia. He could 
not behold her but with rapture; rapture heightened into 
enthufiafm, when he thought how foon the would be his! The 
youthful couple only waited the prefence of their parents, 
to folemnize the ceremony. Monimia, who wifhed with 
lecret ‘impatience for the happy moment, endeavoured to 
Vou, XXXVI Oo render 
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render it lefs tedious by her delicate and refined converfation, 
She had diligently read.and digefted our beft Englith authors; 
and would frequently maintain a ftrenuous controverfy with 
thofe who attempted to depreciate her favourite poets, Pope 
and Milton. In this the was often vigoroufly fupported by 
her Alcander—her buiband. He, as might be expeéted, had 
- dtudied more deeply thofe abftraét departments of literature 
in which women feldom appear. Homer and Virgil divided 
his admiration with Milton; and Horace and Juvenal with 
Pope. With Longinus, Ariftotle, and Vida, he was familiar, 
as alfo with the works of Plato, Socrates, and the ancient 
fages ot Greece. From fuch a powerful fimilarity there 
could nothing be expeted but the pureft harmony. The 
common wranglings and jarrings, which are ufually 2. 
téndant upon marriage, muft here be avoided; for as they 
generally proceed from that want of difcernment neceflary 
to pafs over in filence thefe foibles incident to human nature, 
this from their mutual good fenfe in confequence could never 
enfue. ‘To be brief, they -were united, and now thought 
themfelves fecure in blifs that never could be fullied. Weak 
puerile conceit! Experience: fhould have taught them, tha 

man 
“* Never 75, but always ¢o de bleft.” 


Scarce had three days elapfed cre an urgent neceffity required 
the prefence of Alcander a fhort time in the country. The 
fatal news was death-like to their happinefs. All the philo- 
fophy of Alcander, all the refined and delicate fenfe of Mo. 
nimia could not fupport them againft this unlooked for tum 
of fortune. But three days married—and forced to part— 
oh, ’twastoo much! But ftern neceflity forbade a longer 
ftay, and Alcander prepared to bid Monimia adieu. She wes 
in tears when he entered the room. A filter, whom the kindly 
loved, fupported her head upon her bofom. He approached 
towards her in filent grief, and clafping her hands betwees 
his, let fall atear, which nature quickly followed by another 
Monimia flowly raifed her head—her eyes were {uffuled 
pearly drops—he kified them away in {peechlefs agony— 
She at length fpoke to Alcander! “‘ My Lord! my lle 
my hufband! how fhall I ca!l thee! by what name, by whut 
expreflion! muft we part ! can Heaven look on and fee fuch 
srief, vet fay—it muft be fo.—How have I deferved ths 
unprecedented woe ? he flrall not—muft not part—yet, hold 
—Yes! I will be more myfelf! why fhould I weep—he dio 
goes but for a time, and then returns again 10 hs 
Monimias 
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Monimia’s arms—then be it fo! fly Alcander! Jy onthe 
wings of {wifteft fpeed, and {wifter ftill return! Go, go! 
I will be calm.” 

Alcander was unable to reply—motionlefs as a ftatue he 
flood gazing on his diftra&ted wife ;—the funétions of his 
foul were harrowed up; his knees trembled under him; his 
eye-balls rolled vacant through their fockets; his whole 
frame was convulfed, and he threw himfelf exhauftedin a 
chair by the fide of his Monimia. His fituation alarmed her ; 
fear for him now overcame every other fenfation, and the idea 
of her own fituation was fuperfeded by that of her Alcander ; 
—fhe raifed him gently from his feat, and by the help of her 
fifter conduéted himtothe window; here, he foon revived— 
but recovered only to a keener fenfe of his mifery.. After 
afew moment’s paufe, he thus began :—** Monimia!—never 
was my ‘ fingle ftate of man,’ fo fhook as at this dread mo- 
ment !—I blufh to think on’t !—~What is the caufe? A few 
days abfence trom the obje&t of my love!—How! can I not 
fubmit with refignation to the will of Heaven? Yes, I will! 
Cheer thyfelf, Monimia, and think how [hort a {pace there is 
between this moment and our next meeting! Oh, fie upon’t { 
‘twill not be a month, and then”—‘* Then, oh, then,” re- 
plied Monimia, ‘‘ we thall again be bleffed.”’ 

Alcander clafped her in his arms, and imprinted a thou. 
fand kiffes on her lip. They now became compofed, and 
even converfed on indifferent topics, till the chariot arriving 
atthe door, Alcander arofe, and bidding her adieu, hurried 
out of the room to prevent a fatal repetition. _Monimia, 
leaning on the arm of her fifter, retired to her chamber to 
indulge her meditations, 

During his abfence they maintained a regular epiftolary 
correfpondence, and their letters, written in the pureft affec- 
ion, breathed 


“ The foft intercourfe from foul to foul.” 


At length fhe received the intelligence that her adored Al- 
tander would return in the fhort {pace of a week,. Her joy 
at this unlooked for happinefs could fcarce be conceived. 
She imparted the blifsful news to her fifter, who eagerly par- 
ticipated with her. During the interval fome of her friends. 
had formed a party to go tothe mafquerade; they requefled 
her's and her fifter’s company. _ After fome hefitation Mo- 
pimia at length confented, and it was agreed that her filter. 
hould attire herfelf in men’s clothes, and perfonate her lover. 

O * This 
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This was accordingly put in execution, and they repaired 
early in the evening to the appointed place. They both fuf. 
tained their charaéters with juftnefs, and retired about mid. 
night from the fcene of diffipation, and returned home; 
they immediately undreffed themfelves, and, as ufual, flem 
together. In the mean time Alcander, having completed his 
affairs fooner than he expeéied, reached the houfe which 
contained his Monimia. Without making any enquiries he 
rufhed forward into her chamber—entered—and the fir 
thing that ftruck his eyes was the habiliments of aman lying 
onthe ground! He flopped not to inveftigate—but, tranf. 
ported with rage, he flabbed them both on the inftant! But 
what were his fenfations when he beheld, inftead of fome 
detefted paramour, the fifter of his wife! beheld them both— 
both innocent—both bleeding by his accurfed hand! he 
fiood—-nor human was his look. Defpair, madnefs, guilt, 
remorfe, and every hell-born paflion, darted from his eyes— 
the funétions, the feelings, the fympathies cf man, were 
dried up and withered in him. Motionlefs he. flood and 
fpeechlefs ; he beheld them both expire.— The laft words of 
Monimia roufed him from his trance—* Oh! Alcander, 
peace be with you,” fhe faintly uttered, and expired. He 
ftill held the knife, reeking with their blood ;—thrice he 
plunged it in his agonized breaft, and thrice he groaned— 
then falling to the earth, he breathed his laft, in all the horrors 
of repentance and de{pair. 

Haplefs couple! Some who hereafter fhall perufe thy fate, 
their fympathy awakened and their pity moved, thal} tum 
with forrow from it and exclaim, “ Oh may we never loveas 
thefe have loved !” 


——— 





Account of the principal Indian Narcotus. 


{From Pennant’s View of Hindooftan. ] 


E opium, which is fo effential yet pernicious a necel- 

fary with the orientalift, 1s extraéted here in great quat- 
tities, by incifion, from the frefh heads of the papaver fon- 
niferum, The feeds are fown in the beginning of O&tober, 
when the periodical rains ceafe. The plant begins to be fi 
for incifton in December, and continues {o till March ; it 1¢ 
quires a dry foil, and can be brought into maturity only m 
the dry feafon. The rent of the land it is —_— on i 
eleven 
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eleven or twelve rupees, or twenty-feven or thirty fhillingsa 
beyah, or athird of the Englith acre. 

Opium is univerfally fmoked by the foldiery at night, 
which flings them into fo deep and heavy a fleep, that a few 
refolute and difciplined men may beat thoufands before they 
recover their fenfes.. There have been inftances of a whole 
company of fepoys being fent into the other world when 
thus entranced inopium. It is not uncommon for the Indian 
foldiery to intaxicate themfelves with that drug, when they 
wifh to animate themfelves to fome defperate aftion, The 
duty on this fatal drug, the Indian gin, brings into Bengal. an 
immenfe revenue. 

Let me add, that from the poppy was prepared the fatal 
draught called pauft, which the Emperors employed to de- 
flroy fuch perfons whom they did not dare to: take off in 
public. Such were the means which Aurengzebe ufed to 
difpatch his nephew Sepe Chekou, and others, his relations, 
in the fortrefs of Gualior. “ The pauft,” fays Bernier, 
“ is the fir thing brought them in the morning, and they 
have nothing given them to eat till they have drank a great 
cup full of it. This emaciates them exceedingly, and 
maketh them to die infenfibly ; they lofing little by little 
wana and underftanding, and growing torpid and 
if elefs,”” 

Another vegetable narcotic, tobacco, found its way inte 
Hindooftan about the year 1617, introduced by the Portu- 
guefe, who originally received it from the Brazils. The 
reigning Emperor, Jehangir, thought it fo prejudicial to the 
health of his fubje&ts, that he prohibited the ufe of it 
throughout his dominions, It is fingular that a contemporary 
Monarch, our James the Firft, fhewed, perhaps, a greater 
diflike tothis herb. Befides his famous book, “ The Coun- 
terblaft to Tobacco,” he publifhed a flrong proclamation 
againft the ufe, and, at the fame time, laid on it a tax equal to 
a prohibition. 

But neither in Britain nor in India could the love of this 
filthy plant be fuppreffed. Before our fatal American war, 
Virginia alone fent us 550,000 hogfheads of 1000 pounds 
each. It is univerfally cultivated in Hindooflan, and in 
both countries brings a great revenue to the flate. It is faid 
that not fewer than 30,000 oxen laden with tobacco pafs an- 
nually through one province, Coimbetore, in their way to 
Pondigory, near Calicut, where there-are immenfe magazines 
of that beloved drug. It is ufed in Hindooflan in all the 


modes it isin Europe. It is commonly fmoaked in fegars, 
or 
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or {mall twifted rolls. Perfons of rank, and even the ladies 
in the zenanas, indulge in the praétice. The apparatus is 
often very magnificent—hookers of the moft exquifite 
fillagre work. This luxury is committed to the care of a 
particular fervant, called a hookabadar. 

Hindooftan has in ufe another drug equally pernicious in 
its effe&s as the opium. ‘The pretence of taking it is to ex- 
hilarate the mind, to drive away care, like the nepenthes of 
old, and to procure more pleafing fleep ; but the reverfe is 
the confequence ; drunkennefs, like ideocy, or the moft fu. 
rious madnefs, enfues. An individual rendered mad with an 
excels of this drug will fometimes take it into his head to 
run a muck, 2. ¢. draw his dagger, run flraight forward like a 
mad dog, and ftab every body he meets; much mifchief has 
been done by thefe fellows: Ihave heard of. one who was 
transfixed by a foldier with his long lance; he forced the 
whole length of the weapon through his body, till he had 
reached the foldier, and added him to the number of the 
flain. 

This drug is called bangue, it is extra€ted from the leaves 
and the feeds of the cannabis Indica of Linnzus, or hemp, 
the very fame plant which has fpread itfelf from India all 
over Europe, and is fo well known in our manufatiures of 
ropes, cables, and fail-cloth. Acofta defcribes it under the 
mame of bangue. ‘The leaves are often {moked, mixed with 
tobacco, and if the objeét is pleafing fleep, nutmegs and the 
richeft {pices are added. It is properly enough called by the 
Malayes, jingi, or the herb of fools. Alander {peaks of 
another fort of bangue, prepared from the leaves of the hi- 
bifcus fabdarisfa. This he fays, on the authority of Her- 
man, isalfo in ufe in India. This vegetable is an aétual 
poifon, for we know that the water in which the hemp plant 
is foaked to prepare it for manufatture is molt fatal. In the 
reign of Henry VIII. there was a prohibition of its being 
foaked in any pond or running flream, on account of its 
being fo deftruétive to cattle, and if drank when ftrongly 
infufed, a&s almoft inftantaneoufly mortal to the human 
race, 

The datura ferox may be added as another plant in ufe for 
fame intoxicating purpofes. Mr. Ives fays, that if the 
Indians are in poffeflion of any fecret poifon, it is of the 
feeds of this fpecies. According to Acofta, it brings on the 
fame kind of phrenitic joy asthe preceding. ‘The droll 
Butler, in his Hudibras, mentions this plant under the name 
of dewtry: 
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** Make lechers and their punks with dewtry 
** Commit phantaftical advowtry.” 


It is faid to caufe fuch an alienation of mind as to tranfport 
a.man frem the objeéts about him, and place before him ima- 
ginary fcenes, fo that any thing may be done with him or be- 
fore him, without his regarding it then, or remembering it 
afterwards. Thieves are faid to give it to people they wifh 
torob, and women to their hufbands, in order to commit be- 
fore them _unfeen advowtry not phantaftical. This alfoisthe 
poifon'or philtre, which, by proportioning the dofe, is fup- 
pofedto kill or faicinate in a certain fpace—a tale long fince 
exploded. 

Rice is cultivated with great fuccefs in Bengal ; the low 
wet lands are finely adapted toits culture. It is fownin the 
beginning of May, immediately before the rainy feafon com- 
mences.. The firft crop is got in about the latter end of 
September, the fecond and greateft about the end of De- 
cember. Its nature is fuch, that its fuccefs depends on a 
foil immerfed in water; were the periodical rains to ceafe, 
Bengal would become adefert. Inthe year 1769 there was 
fo very long a drought that there was almofta general failure 
of the crops of rice, the fole-fupport of the common In. 
dians.. A famine, unheard of in ftory, was the confequence— 
above two millions of people perifhed in the moft dreadful 
manner—their end was exemplary—no riots enfued—they 
died with refignation by thoufands inthe ftreets or the high- 
ways, on their way to feek in vain for food—the recital is 
too horrible—let thofe who delight in fuch doleful hiftory 
apply to the account given by the Abbe Raynal, in the fe- 
‘cond volume of his entertaining hiftory. 

I fhall- perfume my paper with a brief account of that 
‘luxury of India, the otta of rofes. The rofes grow cul- 
tivated near Lucknow, in great fields of eleven acres. The 
oil is procured by diftillation; the petals of the flowers only 
are ufed, and in that country no more than a quantity of 
‘about two drachms can be procured from a hundred weight 
of rofe leaves, and even that in a favourable feafon, and the 
procefs performed with the utmoft care. The oil is by ac- 
cident of different colours—of a bright yellow, of areddith 
‘hue, and a fine emerald. 

It is toan Indian lady that the fair fex is indebted for this 
difcovery. 


Account 
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Account of the Difcovery of fome Human Skeletons, 


EVERAL human fkeletons were lately found in an 

arable field belonging to Sir Thomas Carr, of Bedding. 
ton, near Lewes, in Suffex. One from which the earth was 
carefully removed, was quite perfeét, and exhibited an ap. 
pearance different from any of the others, the legs and arms 
being croffed, with the hands lying in a fort of penitential pg. 
fition. This perfon muft have been of low ftature, as the 
fkeleton meafured only five feet three inches. The teeth 
were all firm in their fockets, but the fkull appeared to have 
been cleft or fraétured. 

In a line with this, about five yards apart, were found two 
others, together with a broad heavy {word blade, corroded 
through with ruft, the head of a fpear, a pair of tweezers, 
beads of divers colours, and pieces of camphorated rofin, of 
other fubftance, of the colour of cherry-tree gum, perforated 
through the middle, no doubt, to be worn as amulets, though 
probably of lefs antiquity than thofe ufed by the Druids. 
They were found from 12 to 24 inches below the prefent 
furface, according to the depth of the marle, the digging of 
which produced the difcovery. 





Remarkable Inftance of the Effeéts of Thunder and 


Lightning. 


N athunder-florm, near Doncafter, in May, 1800, the 
waggon, from York to London, drawn by fix horfes, was 
firuck by the lightning about two miles from Doncafter. It 
inflantly took fire, and the lightning, running along the gears, 
firuck down five of the fix horfes which were two abreatt, 
and killed the leading horfe. ‘The waggoner was alfo ftruck, 
but received no injury. Two ladies, who were only a few 
yards diftant, were baftening to the waggon to fhelter them- 
felves from the florm ; but luckily had not reached it at the 
time the accident happened. The fire raged with the amok 
fury, and in a fhort time fcarce a veftige of the waggon re- 
mained. It was richly laden, principally with broad cloths : 
its contents were eftimated at little fhort of ten thoufand 
pounds, of which only acafe of gold and filver watches was 
faved. 
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An ANECDOTE. 


HE elevation of Richard Cromwell ferved to illuftrate. 

his charaéter, and fhew him to be one of the beft of man. 
kind. He was advifed to take off one of the leaders among 
the feditious. ‘* No,’ replied this refpe@table man, “ I wili 
not purchafe authority at the price of one man’s blood.” 





The DREAM INTERPRETED. 


FW weaqgeces country gentleman, near Windfor, dreamt a 
dream which neither his wife nor his family could ex- 
plain; upon which he fent to London for his eldeft fon, and 
defired him to try his hand at unriddling his dream. “ I 
dreamt,” faid the father,“ that I faw three cats, one enor- 
moufly fat, another remarkably lean, and a third ftone blind.” 
—‘ Lord, Sir!” fays the fon, “ your dream is out—the fat 
cat is your fteward—the lean cat is your eftate—and the blind 


catis yourfelf.”” 





Anfwer, by F. King, of King fridge, to G, Pearfe’s Cha. 
rade, inferted May 19, 


HE votaries of the midnight ball 
Do often fora HORNPIPE call. 

*t® We have received the like anfwer trom Serjeant Whit- 
tle,of the Exminfter Volunteers; P. A. Kavanagh, William 
Harris, jun. and R. Thomas, of Exeter; J. R. Toulmin, of 
Barnftaple ; J. Staples, of Briftol; R. Andrews, of Kingt- 
bridge; and W. Rennels, of Barnilaple. 





Anfwer, by 7. R. Toulmin, of Barnflaple,to T. Jarvis’s 
Anagram, inferted May 19. 


N his good time, Jehovah will give birth 
(The prophet faith) to “* new heav’ns and new earth,” 

Where righteoufnefs and peace will ever dwell, 

And with the nations then it will be well: 

And then the feed of TERAH’s fon fhall reign, 

Bleffed, triumphant, o’er the vaft domain. 

*2* We have received the like anfwer from R. An- 
drews, of Kingfbridge; Serjeant Whittle, of the Upway 
VoLt. XXXVI. Pp Volun. 
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Volunteers; W.-Rennels, of Barnftaple; J. Bulgin, of 
Caftle Cary ; George Andrews, of Modbury ; and E. Shei. 


man, of Cornwood. 





A QUESTION, by the Rev, S. Vince, 


—- — - ———__-——— —-- — eee 


Should be much obliged toany of your correfpondents for 
a neat folution of the following fet of equations, viz, 





x$3Vy—2= 12, 
xt Yz—2= 8, 
4y + 2x—2==26. 











An ENIGMA, by R. Thomas, of Exeter. 


HOULD inftruments your time employ, 
One oft demands your nobler joy, 
Which I'll attempt to hide ; 
But oh! the tafk is quite in vain, 
The thing itfelf will foon explain, 
What oft is friendfhip’s guide. 


When I arebus would compofe, 
What then I ufe will foon difclofe, 
My pondering theme to fight ; 
When thinking leads me to a maze, 

And on my fubje& frequent gaze, 

I take it with delight. 

How oft it paints the lover’s vows, 
"Ere he to Hymen’s altar goes, 

And draws the forrowing tear ; 
But fhould the lovely nymph incline 
To ufe it with a fmile divine, 

*T would diffipate his fear. 

When dreadful battle fpreads around, 
And human blood has ftain’d the ground, 

Oh hear the mournful cries ! 

It lends its aid the fcene to‘paint; 
But Oh! defcription is too faint 
To tell the great furprize. 


9 POETRY. 
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On revifiting, after the Winter, the beautiful Scenery on the | 


Ejiate of Keyham, near Plymouth, 


‘* The achievements of art may amufe 
‘* May ever our wonder excite; 

‘© But groves, hills, and vallies diffufe 
** A lafting and facred delight.” 


ALM evening ufhers in the twilight grey: 
And now, my friend, from life's deluding cares 


Let us withdraw awhile. To Keyham’s long-lov’d {cenes 


We'll bend our willing feet; and as we pafs 
Along the well-known path, let friendfhip look 
Unutterable things, 


See’ft thou, my friend, this hedge-row path attain’, 
Hamoaze difplay unto the wond’ring eye 
Uritannia’s reaming banners? Whata fcene 
Burfts on the aftonith’d gaze! Expanfive fheets 
OF filver water, on whole ample bofoms 
Float navies deftin’d, in fome future hour, 
Again to fcourge the Gaul. Here commerce roars; 
And there thou feeft the fhip-boy down the ftream 
Urgingthe willing boat. But fofter {cenes 
Await us, {miling, in yon deep recefs, 
Where oft meek childhood {pent the holiday ; 
And where, retiring from the noify town, 
We oft have liften’d to the mellow pipe 
OF the fonorous black-bird. Oh what thoughts 
Croud on the foul! Stern manhood ftops a moment 
To meditate the tales of formerdays; . 
Days dear to memory, when childhood fweet, 
Unconfcious of the future, anxious hours 
OF rifing life, fmil’d all the hours away ; 
Look’d thro’ time’s opening vifta, laugh’d at care, 
And wing’d with joy the roly-footed minutes. 


Or did’ft thoue’er, my friend, look thro’ the vifta 
Of rifing life, and wifh’d the hours away 
Of lightfome infancy, and fighing fought 
When time, fwift-fleeting, fhould around thy brow 
Bind manhood’s honour’s; bind the care-funk furrow, 
And plant the ftern artillery of thé man 
In the dark eye-brow ; or the frowning cheek, 
Redd’ning with thought ?_ That period is arriv’d, 
And tcll me now, Parmenio, haft thou found, 
In the {mall portion—mix’d with bitter draughts 
Of joy : that Providence to foothe dull care 
Allots to manhood’s years, half that {weet blifs, 
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Thou feltft in childhood’s hour ? Then, ah then! 
Unconfcious of the form that round thee roar’d, 
Unconfcious of the care that commerce hangs 
Deep on the foul ; of al! the ills of life, 

And all the madd‘ning furies of the mind 

That manhood often teels, and fhrinks beneath. 
The {mile ferene fat on the infant cheek : 

All, all was peace, {weet love and harmony ; 
Cerulean pleafure, blifs without alloy. 

For the rude ftorm of cares which manhood knows 
Ruffles not o’er the mind, nor ever {cares 

The bloom luxuriant from the infant cheek. 

*Tis very true: The gale that tcars the pine, 

And dathes it al] furious from the brow 

OF the high mountain, {pares the lowly fhrub; 
The blaft that rives the deeply-rooted oak, 

Sweeps harmlecfs o’er the lowly woodland thorn ; 
And all luxuriant, while the tree lies low, 
Blooms the {weet floweret in the lowly dale. 


This is the time, for thofe whom nature charms, 
To fical themfelves from the degenerate croud, 
And light reffe€tion’s lamp at yonder vault ; 

And on withdrawing, Keyham, from the world, 
I will revifit all thy beanseons fcenery, 

And on the margin of this filver ftream, 
Emerging from the thicket where the linnet, 
And each melodious warbler of the wood, 
Impervious from the fchool-boy’s daring fearch, 
Secrete their infant offspring, I will fit, 

And liften to the notes of Philomel ; 

Whilft gentle current gurgling as thou roll’ 
To yon returning wave, that from old ocean 
Laves at the foot of yonder hanging grove, 
Refponfive to the woodland harmony ; 

Thy ftream foft-tlowing to the fhrill-tongu’d echo, 
Shall whifper facred calmnefsto my foul. 


N. T. CARRINGTON. 


Plymouth Dock. 





On the Death of Captain Weftcott, who fell on Board the 


Majeflic, Auguft 1, 1798, 


YE every fhore re-choes Nelfon’s name, 
And recent conqueft {wells Britannia’s fame ; 
Whilft aglad nation Io Peeans rife 

Iu joyful chorus to the vaulted fkies ; 

Ob letthe mufe lament brave Weltcott’s doom! 
And ftrew fair laurels o’er his briny tomb. 

Nurtur’d in youth upon the wa’try plain, 

He brav’d the thoufand perils of the mam, 

And gain’d, at length, a title jufily due, 

The hopour’d father of his gallant crew. 

Prudence wag his, and unremitting zeal, 

And merey—prompt a captive’s woes to heal; 

His country’s caufe his patriot-bofom fir’d, 

And in that caufe he fought—he fell—expir’d. 

W, CASE, Jun, 
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